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Provided by Santa Clara Valley Water District 


The Santa Clara Valley Water District manages an integrated water resources system that includes the supply of safe, 
clean water, flood protection and streams stewardship on behalf of Santa Clara County’s 1.8 million residents. The district 
effectively manages 10 dams and surface water reservoirs, imported water supplies, three water treatment plants, a state- 
of-the-art water quality laboratory, nearly 400 acres of groundwater recharge ponds and more than 275 miles of streams. 
We provide wholesale water to thirteen local water retailers who deliver drinking water directly to homes and businesses. 
For more information about services and programs, visit www.valleywater.org. 


The district's award-winning school program has reached thousands of young people with educational, interactive lessons 
on every water topic imaginable. The program offers age-appropriate school presentations and tours for Preschool 
through college classes. Scheduling is conducted on a first-come, first-serve basis, provided free to schools in Santa Clara 
County and begins August | for the current school year. For more information, contact Kathy Machado at kmachado@ 
valleywater.org or (408) 265-2607 x2331. 


Art Credits: 

Cover used with permission of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. The original picture is located at the 
Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Environmental Education Center in Alviso. 
Mural Drawings by Rogelio Duarte used with permission from George Mayne Elementary School. 
Map used with permission from the Santos family. 
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Alviso is my hometown. Its history is all around. 
Come and see the sights and sound. No better place can be found. 
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e, land grants and farming to survive. 
tg this town its name! 


me. His land grant ga 


Next were the Spanish to arriv 
io Al 


Ignacio Alviso ca 


In eighteen forty-five, its true, Alviso was founded and it grew. 
Alviso soon became a port. Many products they’d export. 
After war with Mexico, we became a state, you know. 
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Soon merchants came like James Lick. Life was changing, oh so quick! 
“New Chicago of the Far West,” land was sold; it was the best! 
Our first governor’s home was one, built in Alviso; it was done! _ 
Soon the railroad came and went. Alviso growth soon was spent. 
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The South Bay Yacht Club began, pleasure boating for every man. 
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In the 1900’s Alviso sank, too much pumping, to be frank. 
Aquifers were overstressed so the land became depressed. 
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Bayside Canning opened its doors. Now canned food came to the stores. 
Thomas Foon Chew ran it well. The Chinese workers did excel. 
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Other groups also came in, Japanese, Swiss, Italian, 
Portuguese and Filipino, and the Mexican bracero. 
Built their homes and business too. All are here to share with you. 
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The San Francisco Bay is near. Salt and fresh water are here. 


Where California clapper rail and salt marsh harvest mouse do hail. 


Senator Edwards saved them both. Alviso saw population growth. 


So here we are; it’s our turn to show the world our concern. 
So many people, so much to do, you must know it starts with you! 
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Name these landmarks. 
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Draw a picture of your favorite place in Alviso. 
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